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1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
applicants' PRIOR ART figure 2 in view of Ota (5282257). 

The applicants' prior art Figure 2 teaches a WPAN which has an optical fiber (1 ,2), a 
plurality of pico-nets (30, 40, 50) which each have a PNC (PNC's), which allocate and 
manage timeslots, two ways signal converters (31, 41, 51) and couplers (22, 24, 26). 
Although he does not teach that the system has bidirectional couplers, Ota (5282257) 
teaches that it is well known to use 3 bidirectional couplers in order to provide signals 
from any one of the couplers to be output to each of the other couplers. It would have 
been obvious to use the coupler of Ota in the system of Figure 2 in order to provide 
direct communication between the Pico nets without having to go through the central 
terminal. This would save time and reduce the noise acquired by the signal because it 
would no longer have to travel as far. In regard to the last 2 lines of claiml and claim 7, 
see paragraph 20 of the applicants' specification which teaches that one of the PNCs 
can control the allocation of time slots in other Pico-nets. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to have one PNC in charge of time allocation in Pico nets that communicate 
with each other in order to avoid collisions. 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See figure 8 of Harasawa et al (5615290). See Ota (6034966) 
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which teaches a wireless network which is connected to a fiber through bidirectional 
couplers. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leslie Pascal whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3032. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on 571-272-3022. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Leslie Pascal 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2613 



